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Full-page, color ad on inside cover of Arts Festival Guidebook•
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Model community policing partnership 
with Columbus Division of Police
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downtown security,
and Police
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Property Survey Results

91.2% of respondents 
noticed a security

presence in the neighborhood

100% of respondents
rated the SIDs response to their 

safety hotline calls as either 
“good” or “excellent”

41.2% of respondents have met
a uniformed SID bike officer and 

92.8% rated their interaction as either 
“very good” or “excellent”

35.3% of respondents have spoken 
with a SID special duty officer 

and 83.3% rated their interaction as either 
“very good” or “excellent”

42.4% of respondents indicated they felt 
crime has decreased in the SID in the past 

year, 36.4% felt it stayed the same, and 
only 21.2% felt it had increased

90.9% of respondents rated the
SID’s effectiveness at discouraging 

people from being on private property 
as either “good” or “excellent”

31.3% of respondents gave the SID
a grade of “A” for overall services and 

56.3% gave a grade of “B”
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Contact Us!
SID HOTLINE: 228-5718

www.DiscoveryDistrict.com

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Discovery Special Improvement District 126 S. Washington Ave. Columbus, OH  43215

2008

Board of Trustees

Annual
Report

For a complete, audited 
2008 Financial Statement go to 
www.downtowncolumbus.com 

and click on “publications.”

Discovery Special Improvement District of Columbus, Inc.
As of December 31, 2008

In 2005 and 202006,
property owners of more than 60% of the private property re than 60% of the private pro
in a 35 square-block of downtown Columbus petitionedof downtown Columbus petitione
Columbus City Council two times. The first time, property ncil two times. The first time, propert
owners petitioned Council to create the Discovery Special d Council to create the Discovery Special
Improvement District, and the second time they petitionedstrict, and the second time they petitioned 
Council to levy ay an assessment to pay for a plan for services
developed by by the board of property owners.

An annunual assessment, along with 
volununtary contributions of approximately
$1770,000 per year, funds services that 
bebegan on February 1, 2007 and run 
through December 31, 2011. Property 
owners created the SID to achieve
a number of objectives:

Safety
Reduce crime, improve perceptions of safety, and improve
pedestrian safety.

Capital Improvements
Install improvements that make the District more visually
appealing and strengthen its identity; for example, 
landscapinng, public art, gateway features, or banners.

Promottions and Marketing
Improve annd strengthen the image of the District.

Membeer Services 
Provide infformation and advocacy services and improve
communicaation among members of the District and between
members aand governmental or quasi-governmental agencies.

Environnmental Maintenance 
Provide serrvices that support the District’s primary 
mission to provide supplemental safety services, including 
graffiti remmoval.

On behalf of the board of trustees, I am pleased to present this annual 
report for 2008, the first full year of operations for Discovery Special
Improvement District. The SID has achieved significant results in less than two 
years and with a modest budget. It leverages resources from the City and area
property owners, including my company, Motorists Insurance.

Crime is down in Discovery District because of an amazing partnership
between the SID and the Columbus Division of Police. SID property owners
recognize the value of addressing disorder proactively. They are making 
effective use of safety ambassadors, outreach, special duty officers, and other 
resources. They also understand the value of working together and are linking 
their private security operations in Discovery District with each other and the
Columbus Division of Police.

All of us on the board of trustees are proud of the results Discovery SID 
has achieved, but there is much more work to do. The SID’s next challenge is
to raise the profile of Discovery District and make it as common a household
name as the Arena District, Short North, and German Village.

The public identifies those successful neighborhoods with entertainment,
arts, and old-world charm. What intangibles does Discovery District offer?

The Arena District, Short North, and German Village also have strong 
physical identities. Can Discovery SID make improvements that have as big of 
an impact as the 17 ornamental, illuminated arches on High Street built by the
Short North SID? If so, what would they be?

The next several years will provide big opportunities for this neighborhood.
The SID is a vehicle for getting things done, but we need your thoughts and
involvement for Discovery District to reach its full potential.

Chuck Wickert

Chairman, Board of TrusteesChairman Board of Trustees
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